
Reverend Ray Palmer  

Pastor of the First Congregational Church and Society from 1850 to 1865 

Palmer was born in Little Compton, Rhode Island on November 12, 1808.  He attended Phillip Andover Academy and then Yale 

University.   After graduation he served as a teacher at a women’s school in New York and then in New Haven, Connecticut.  After 

his ordination he began a pastorate in Bath, Maine.  When a substantial, new congregational church formed in Albany, New York, 
in 1850, they called Ray Palmer as their first settled pastor.  He served the congregation for the next 15 years.   While in Albany he 

received a Doctorate of Divinity from Union College.   In 1865, Palmer advanced to become the Secretary of the Congregational 

Union. He retired from ministry in 1873.   He passed away in Newark, New Jersey on March 29, 1887 and subsequently buried in 

Albany Rural Cemetery.  
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